
The Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club lost a 
loyal member and good friend when Dick Nash 
passed away on February 4 of this year.  He was 88. 

Born in St. Joseph, Missouri, Dick joined the 
Army after high school, was stationed in Colorado, 
and later graduated 
from Kansas State 
University in 1950, 
courtesy of the GI Bill.   

He and Pat were 
married a year later on 
April 21, and he al-
ways credited her for 
all the good things in 
his life. 

The family lived 
in the Midwest until 
1965 when Dick went 
to work for Jockey 
Menswear as a sales 
representative in Cali-
fornia.   

The company 
promoted Dick in 1968 
when he was asked to 
take over the entire 
State of Arizona as his 
territory.  He eventual-
ly retired in 1990. 

A golfer for most 
of his early years, Dick and Pat also enjoyed old 
cars.  At one time there were 14 of them in their 
back yard, including a favorite MG that Dick had re-
stored while a member of the local MG Club.   

They joined our club in 1974, drifted away for 
awhile, then rejoined in 1998.  According to son 
Rick, their greatest joy outside their five children was 
Pat’s ‘56 Peacock Blue T-bird.  The car had been 
purchased in 1972 in Torrance, California, and the 
license plate read FOXY 56.    

Volume 45 Number 3 March 2016 

Dick loved baseball, and was very involved with 
the North Phoenix Little League, coaching many 
teams, one of which included Curt Schilling.  Curt 
contributed items to an education fundraiser for the 
daughters of Dick and Pat’s son, Brian, who died of 

pancreatic cancer. 
 Sadly, in August 
of 2007, Dick’s be-
loved Pat passed 
away after a long bat-
tle with cancer.  
 Dick was active 
in his retirement years 
at the assisted living 
home where he en-
joyed nonstop winning 
streaks at bingo and 
blackjack. He also en-
joyed the early morn-
ing breakfasts at his 
favorite restaurant, the  
Hammered Hog BBQ 
& Saloon at 32nd 
Street and Cactus, 
where he was a regu-
lar patron. 
 The photo above 
was taken on Christ-
mas Day, one of his 
last good days, ac-

cording to son Rick. 
A club caller for many years, Dick and his gen-

tle smile remained a club favorite, and he attended 
the January 2016 meeting just weeks before his 
death.  His last comment to me that day was, “You 
know, I just come to these meetings for all the hugs!” 

 Rest easy, Dick.  You and your hugs will be 
missed. 

     
Barb Blair 

RICHARD  WARREN  NASH 

January 7, 1928 - February 4, 2016 
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THE  WRIGHT  STUFF 

Auction  Action  2016 

  

BARRETT-JACKSON 2016 

1955-1957 Thunderbirds 

YEAR COLOR CONDITION* SALE PRICE** DESCRIPTION 

1956 Black, 3 $    39,000 Automatic, black porthole top, black soft top, tonneau 
 black/white interior cover, all power options, wire wheel covers 

1956 Peacock Blue, 3 + 50,000 Automatic, white porthole top, white soft top, wire 
 blue/white interior wheels, no jack, original 3 blade cooling fan installed 
 backwards 

1956 Colonial White, 2 – 73,000 Automatic, white porthole top, white soft top, power 
 red/white interior steering, power seat, power windows, wire wheel 
 covers, no gravel shield under continental kit, 
 delaminated windshield glass 

1956 Black, 2 + 80,000 Automatic, white porthole top, power steering, wire 
 red/white interior wheels, electric cooling fan, stainless outer band on 
 continental kit, no fender skirts 

1956 Gun Metal Gray, 1 100,000 Automatic, black soft top, power disc brakes, power 
 red/white interior steering, power windows, A/C, wire wheels, Minter 
 cooling package, alternator, Minter restoration 

1956 Buckskin Tan, 1 100,000 Automatic, buckskin tan porthole top, chocolate 
 brown/white interior brown soft top, power brakes, power steering, wire 
 wheels, CTCI Gold Medallion Award, fresh Minter 
 restoration 

1956 T-bird Green, 1 113,000 Automatic, white porthole top, white soft top, power 
 green/white interior steering, power brakes, wire wheels, chrome outer 
 band continental kit, Minter restoration 

1957 Bronze, 3 42,000 Manual 3-speed, 292 engine, bronze porthole top, power 
‘C’ code all bronze interior steering, no fender skirts, undercarriage not restored,  

1957 Colonial White, 3 + 50,000 Automatic, white porthole top, black soft top, wire 
 black/white interior wheels, gauges under dash, 12 disc CD changer, 
 no jack 

1957 Flame Red, 2 – 62,000 Automatic, red porthole top, white soft top, tonneau 
‘E’ code all red interior cover, power steering, power brakes, power windows, 
 A/C, wire wheels, headliner needs help 

1957 Coral Sand, 2 – 67,000 Automatic, white porthole top, tan aftermarket soft top 
 all white interior power steering, A/C, electric cooling fan, wire wheels 
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YEAR COLOR CONDITION* SALE PRICE** DESCRIPTION 

1957 Colonial White, 1 75,000 Automatic, white porthole top, black soft top, power 
 black/white interior  steering, power brakes, power windows, wire wheels, 
 factory invoice 

1957 Gun Metal Gray, 1 260,000 Automatic, gray porthole top, black soft top, power 
‘E’ code all torch red interior steering, power brakes, wire wheels, fresh flawless 

 Minter restoration 

* CONDITION 

#1:  Excellent show car 
#2:  Fine, minimal wear 
#3:  Good older restoration or partial restoration 
#4:  Drivable as is, but needs help 

** Sale price does not include 10% buyer’s commission.  
Add 7.95% tax unless exempt. 

Back row: Stewart Wright, Mike Wood 
Front row: Mary Wright, Amos Minter, Don Henderson 

Minter’s ‘57  ‘E’ code T-bird sold for $260,000 
Minter’s ‘56 Buckskin Tan T-bird sold for $100,000 

‘56  T-bird Green sold for $113,000 
Earlier Minter restoration 

‘56  Gun Metal Gray T-bird sold for $100,000 
Earlier Minter restoration 

Four top selling Thunderbirds at Barrett-Jackson 2016 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    

 Well folks, by the time you read 
this I am sure all will have heard of the 
passing of long time ACTC member 

Dick Nash.  Dick attended the meeting in January 
and I had an opportunity to sit and talk with him for a 
few minutes.  He indicated that he was tired but feel-
ing pretty well and enjoyed the meeting and visiting 
with old friends.  It was great seeing him and spend-
ing a little time with him that day. 

On a brighter note, I am happy to report that 
John Dalmolin has agreed to take over the duties of 
writing the "Getting to Know You" column for the Ari-
zona Bird Chatter.  Gene Anderson did a great job 
over the years and John has agreed to follow in 
Gene's footsteps and continue the important work of 
introducing new members to the club with the news-
letter article.  I am also happy to report that Chuck 
Young has agreed to accept the position of CTCI 
Representative vacated by Chuck Thompson.  At 
this year’s Annual Board of Directors Meeting held 
February 15, Chuck Thompson, was elected CTCI 
Vice President and as such is precluded from contin-
uing to serve as our CTCI Representative.  I want to 
thank Mr. Thompson for his exemplary efforts as our 
CTCI Representative.  I know he will continue to rep-
resent District Six and engage his new role as Vice 
President with the same professional manor. 

The Western Winter Weekend is behind us and 
I am anxiously waiting to find out who got shot and 
who didn't at the murder mystery dinner hosted by 
Yvonne Wagner and Jamie Thompson.  I have real-
ized that our club is very active and while even as 
President, I can't work all the events into my sched-
ule (BUDGET), there are fun events for all.  I am 
looking forward to my first trip to Midnight at the Oa-
sis and the CTCI International Conventional in San 
Diego.  Each of these events will be a hoot as those 
California Clubs know how to party almost as well as 
ACTC does. It looks like we will have a good repre-
sentation of Early Birds at the CTCI event making it 
a trip to be remembered.  If you haven't made reser-
vations, be aware that rooms are going fast. 

The weather is great so: "If it runs then drive it!" 
  
 

 

Celebrating Their Diamond Anniversary 

Stewart and Mary Wright celebrating their 60th 
anniversary with their son Brian, daughter Sandi, 
grandchildren and great granddaughter - four genera-
tions. 

 
 

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
 
FOR SALE: 1957 Thunderbird Automatic Trans-

mission (I updated my drive train). Like New! Rebuild 
less than 10,000 miles ago.. It runs and shifts nice. 
Asking $750.00. Will deliver within in Arizona or you 
can pick up in Prescott area. 

For further info please contact Walt Howell at 
(520)-251-1388 or Ken Falkenberry at (480)-861-3742. 

 
FOR SALE: 2004 Thunderbird limited production 

Pacific Coast edition.  It is number 899 of the 1000 
built.  This car has all the options and with only 19,000 
miles, it still smells new. 

Call Jim at (602) 300-5792. 
 
FOR SALE:  292 CID engine that runs well, does 

burn oil or smoke.  Came in my ‘56, but the casting 
number is B9AE 6015-F which maps to ‘59 & ‘60 Ford 
cars and trucks.  I had Salem Boys do a compression 
test before I removed it form the car,  cylinders range 
from 115 to 130 psi.  Asking $500.00.  Located in 
Queen Creek. 

Call Chris at (602) 722-0749. 
 
FORE SALE: 2010 Vespa Scooter 150, with ap-

proximately 50 miles on it.  Asking $3,200.00. 
If interested, call Ruth Wilson at (831)596-1192 Jim Rodgers 
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     ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 
    
The Billboard number one 

song in March, 1991 was 
"Someday" by Mariah Carey. The 
ACTC number one event in March, 
1991 was the "Officers Cook-Out 
Meeting" at Dreamy Draw Park, 
2421 E. Northern Ave. Eighty-six 
members with 29 classic T-birds, 
plus Ed Torel’s Corvette, attended that fun event for 
$7 a person. Ed explained that he was planning to 
form a new club……."The Thundervette Club". 

   That Officers Cook-Out Meeting also includ-
ed a "bake sale" that raised over $100 for the club 
treasury, a "craft show" for the ladies and a "car 
parts swap meet" for the guys.  

   Twenty members of the Tucson Thunderbird 
club planned to attend the Cook-Out meeting too, 
but apparently they all ran out of gas trying to find 
Dreamy Draw Park. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Stewart Wright  

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

March 4-6 Midnight at the Oasis 
Dolan 

March 13 Meeting - Gallagher’s 

March 19 ACTC Tech Day 
Falkenberry & Kowalski 

March 26 Ahwatukee Easter Parade  
Henderson 

April 9 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

April 10 Meeting - Officers’ Picnic - PERA 
Park 

April 16 Silver Rose Induction Parade 
Havel  

April 22-24 Las Vegas Weekend 
Graziano 

April 29-May 1 Route 66 Fun Run 
Thurston 

May 14 Luau 
McKee 

May 15 Meeting 

June 12 Meeting 

July 10 Meeting 

September 11 Meeting 

September 13-18 CTCI International Convention 
Thompson 

September 17 
Tentative 

Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 23-25 
 

Run to the Pines 
 

October 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 9 Meeting - PERA Park 

November 13 Meeting followed by planning 
meeting 

THE CHEFS 
Michael Weaver, Fred Artus, Bill Fowler, Shaun Weaver, 

Mike Weaver, Don Anderson and Larry Meskimen 

CRAFT SALES 
 

Ruth Butera 
and 

Lynne Silvernale 
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Casa Grande on February 20th.  You should have 
your invitation by now.   Please read it!  Midnight 
at the Oasis is on!  A few words were spoken 
about meeting for both the East and West sides.  
Mark your calendars for Tech Day on March 19th 
at Ken Kowalski’s house.  Want a topic dis-
cussed? e-mail Ken and he will try to get it on the 

agenda.  The Luau will be held on May 14th at Tom 
& Jackie McKee’s home.  Many more topics were 
discussed for members to take part in, please check 
the newsletter for details.   

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee men-
tioned our garage sale to be held on March 5th at 
the home of Dede Ross.  Members who want to 
help at the sale and marking can sign up on a sheet 
that Dede has.  He mentioned items donated to the 
Club.  He spoke about the sale of tickets for the Ha-
waii trip has been extended another month.  See 
Tom if you wish to purchase a $50 chance.  Tom 
mentioned he had several samples of shirts that 
could be purchased by members.  He wants mem-
bers to come by and let him know which type would 
be their favorite.   

SECRETARY:  Dede Ross had no report. 
TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave the cur-

rent balance in both the checking and rainy day ac-
counts. 

EX-OFFICIO:  Greg Thurston had no report.  
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Frank Graziano had 

no report. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson 

spoke briefly about the Ahwatukee Easter parade 
March 26th.   Sign-up sheet is being passed 
around. 

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames was not in at-
tendance.  

MEMBERSHIP:  Pat Ciammitti reported 
membership stands at 113 households; 209 mem-
bers and 96 T-birds.  We have (15) ‘55s (28) ‘56s 
and (53) ‘57s.   

HISTORIAN:  Duane Foster had no report.  
WEB MASTER:  Not in attendance. 
E-MAIL COORDINATOR:  Shirley Pettingell 

had no report. 
CTCI:   Chuck Thompson spoke briefly in 

regard to the San Diego Convention.  He has been 
elected as V.P. of CTCI and is no longer able to be 
the Chapter 35 representative.  He is looking for a 
volunteer.  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Kathy Marchi-
sotto had no report.    

PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported 
15 T-birds, as well as many other cars.  He chose a 
‘57 Teal T-bird because it had matching dice in the 

FEBRUARY  MEETING  MINUTES 
 
Our President, Jim Rodgers, called our meet-

ing to order at 9:20 AM on February 7, 2016.  This 
meeting was held at Gallagher’s on 7th Street and 
Union Hills, Phoenix.  President Rodgers stated he 
was starting the meeting with a different format. We 
listened to a recorded rendition of the National An-
them sung by Whitney Houston.  It was good to 
hear her lovely voice again. A motion was made to 
waive the reading of the January meeting minutes 
and was seconded.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Rita Havel came up to 
introduce Neil Lyons and Dutch Gottschalk from the 
American Legion who spoke about Agent Orange 
and the 50,000 men who were affected.  A parade 
event will be held in Fountain Hills on April 16th at 
11 AM to honor those servicemen who have been 
affected.  They are hoping for ACTC help providing 
10-20 T-birds.  A sign-up sheet is going around for 
volunteers.  Jim Rodgers called Jim & Rita Havel up 
front to thank them for all their efforts over the years 
with the Thanksgiving Day Parade.  They were pre-
sented with a gift card for their efforts.  Thank you 
Jim & Rita!  At the last meeting Don Anderson was 
thanked for donating an original copper backed grill 
emblem.  Correction; it was actually donated by Ken 
Falkenberry.  In addition, Don Anderson donated an 
original ACTC wrist-watch as well as an ACTC 
pocket-watch.  These items were turned over to 
Ways and Means.  Ina Wakefield presented ACTC a 
check for $500 from Dean who wanted to give 
thanks to ACTC in recognition of all the good times 
he had with us.  Jim said it will be used for some-
thing special in the future.  Members will be advised. 

HOSPITALITY:  Yvonne Wagner welcomed 
the Marchisottos and Micheles back to Arizona. She 
welcomed Danny Kim to his first meeting, he and 
Jim Cook came down from Sedona.  Yvonne intro-
duced  Chuck Young’s guest Bruce Hanson, Leigh 
Dechaine’s guest Randi, Ina Wakefield’s daughter 
Debra, and Thurston family member Amanda.  
Yvonne noted that Mary and Stewart Wright were  
celebrating their 60th anniversary the following 
week. Ruth Butera stepped up to thank Ken Falken-
berry who writes some wonderful stories of ACTC 
members who have passed.  Thank you!  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Connie Dager who is 
recovering from surgery to treat a broken ankle and 
Dick Nash who is under hospice care.  February 
birthdates were celebrated with a heartfelt rendition 
of Happy Birthday.    

ACTIVITIES:   Myrna Foster called on 
Yvonne to speak about the Winter Weekend trip to 
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window.  Congratulations to Lynne Silverrnale.  
OLD BUSINESS:  Tubac winners were an-

nounced.  Check your newsletter. 
NEW BUSINESS:   Robert Mock spoke of his 

ordeal with oral cancer.  This is caused by the HP 
Virus. There will be a walk to benefit the cause.  
Check the newsletter.  FYI, over 50,000 people are 
struck by this disease each year.  Lee Dechaine 
spoke of a Sun City Car Restoration Club.  They 
have a 5000 square foot garage with a paint booth 
which can be used by the public.  If interested, 
speak with Lee. 

SPLIT THE POT:   Barb Blair won $97.00. 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn 

the meeting at 10:25 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dede Ross, Secretary 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

In the first 30 days as Member-at-Large, I 
have been repeatedly asked three fundamental 
questions regarding our meeting venues.  Gen-
erally the questions are; 1.) Why do we always 
meet at Gallagher’s?  2.) Aren’t there other plac-
es to meet?  3.) Could we meet somewhere on 
the eastside? These are valid questions and 
generally respectfully asked. 

I want to share the following information to 
provide some perspective on this issue, then I 
am going to request your help. 

Gallagher’s can accommodate 90 people 
for a breakfast meeting. Gallagher’s does not 
charge us a room fee, other venues typically 
charge a $200 to $300 fee for the room in addi-
tion to the per person cost for the meal.  Gal-
laher’s does not charge us for every meal we 
“call in”.  If we tell them there will be 85 mem-
bers, and only 81 attend, they charge us $11 for 
each of the 81 meals consumed.  And Gal-
lagher’s always makes sure to refill items that 
run short. 

I agree that we should move our meetings 
around and toward that end, we are having our 
April and our October meetings at Pera Park.  

So armed with the requirements of a full 
breakfast service for 80 people in a contiguous 
area at no more than $12 per person without a 
room charge, I respectfully request your assis-
tance in identifying other appropriate venues.  
Let me know what you find and I’ll engage. 

Frank Graziano 

ACTC GARAGE SALE 

Saturday, March 5th the ACTC garage sale is 
being held in conjunction with the Moon Valley Annu-
al Garage Sale. 

We have lots of donated items that would not fit 
into the category of “Raffle” items.  The Moon Valley 
area is between Greenway Parkway and Thunder-
bird Road and 7th Street to Central Avenue.  It will 
be held at the home of Dede Ross at 627 E. Calavar 
Road.  If you feel you have any items to add to our 
stash, please bring them to the February meeting. 

The sale is being held the same weekend as 
Midnight at the Oasis. This is an annual happening 
and the date is beyond our control.  Try to visit and 
join the fun. 

Dede and Don 

 

 

 

 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

It is always nice to welcome 
a new member into our club.  With encouragement 
from his grandfather, Jim Rodgers, our current club 
president, Carter Rodgers became the newest mem-
ber of the ACTC.  Turning 19 on May 25th, Carter 
brings youthful enthusiasm to our ACTC community. 

Carter says the reason he joined is because of 
his love for Thunderbirds and the great fun the club 
has.  His long-time girlfriend, Alyssa Komada, is of-
ten in attendance with Carter at club meetings and 
events.  Carter is a 2015 graduate of Ironwood High 
School and currently attends Glendale Community 
College.  He also works part-time for J & R Enterpris-
es doing landscaping and “slave labor.” 

His many interests include cars, baseball, foot-
ball and golf.  Carter plays weekend golf at Munds 
Park on “no snow” weekends. 

Carter currently drives a ’99 Mustang GT con-
vertible, but he would like a ’55, ’56, or ’57 Thunder-
bird.  He loves German and Polish food.  Carter also 
notes that he is Grandpa Jim’s favorite grandchild! 

Carter is also one of our luckiest members.  He 
recently won two of the Christmas party door prizes 
and bought a “tablet” at the Tubac Car Show for pret-
ty much next to nothing.  Let’s hope his winning 
streak continues. 

Welcome to the club, Carter!  We’re looking for-
ward to …. 

 …. Getting to know you! 

  
 John Dalmolin 

mailto:frankfdi@msn.com?subject=ACTC
mailto:dross15@cox.net?subject=ACTC
mailto:donrebtoy@yahoo.com?subject=ACTC
mailto:johndalmolin2@aol.com
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March 4-6, 2016 

As Midnight at the Oasis is rapidly approach-
ing, our club has 18 cars registered, with 11 of them 
being Thunderbirds.   

All of our reserved parking is in our normal lo-
cation.  Each car has been assigned a parking 
space.  The parking location will be printed on the 
confirmation card that you should have received 
around mid-January.  This year the people from Ca-
balleros de Yuma will be walking around and ran-
domly awarding cash prizes to cars that are parked 
in their assigned space.     

As always there will be a group dinner at the 
hotel on Saturday night.  If you need to cancel your 
show and/or room reservation, it must be done 
through me at Nand1@cox.net or (408) 480-0913.  
We have a waiting list, so if you cancel, we can 
move your registration to a member on stand-by.  

                                                  Mike Dolan                                                                    

SILVER ROSE INDUCTION PARADE 

April 16, 2016 

Neil Lyons and Dutch Gottschalk from Foun-
tain Hills American Legion Post 58 attended  our 
February meeting.  Neil spoke in detail of the nature 
of Agent Orange and the Veterans affected.  He al-
so reached out to Jim Rodgers and any of our mem-
bers who were exposed to be inducted into The Or-
der of the Silver Rose. 

Please consider assisting us Saturday, April 
16, 2016.  We have been asked to carry Vietnam 
Veterans as our dignitaries in this Fountain Hills Pa-
rade...convertibles only please, preferably T-birds 
but all others accepted. Last year, fellow member 
Carl Maas and I were volunteer drivers in the Pa-
rade carrying 21 Veterans. 

This event will honor the victims of Agent Or-
ange. The Induction Ceremony following the Parade 
will recognize the courage, heroism and contribu-
tions of American Service Personnel found to have 
been exposed to Agent Orange in a combat zone, 
whose exposure resulted in internal, invisible 
wounds which are revealed only by the passage of 
time. 

Schedule is as follows: 
10:45 AM  Assembly at Fountain Hills American Le-

gion Post 58 
11:00 AM  Parade begins promptly, loops around the 

fountain once, then back to Post 58,  ap-
proximately 20 minutes. 

12:30 PM  Induction Ceremony (optional attendance 
for volunteer drivers)  

  1:15 PM  Luncheon (optional attendance - $5.00 
charge) 

Sign-up sheets will be available at the March 
and April ACTC meetings or contact me at my home, 
(480) 816-1450 to register. Your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Rita Havel  

LAS  VEGAS  ITINERARY 

April 22-23, 2016 

 We will be meeting at I-17 and Carefree 
Highway on Friday morning the 22nd  
and will be departing at 9:30 AM sharp. 
I will have packets with a map to the 

hotel, a map and information for the Sat-
urday morning trip to the Neon Boneyard, and infor-
mation for the afternoon trip to the Shelby operation.   

We will be staying at the Westgate LVH (the old 
Las Vegas Hilton). I have made arrangements for our 
group to check-in through the VIP check-in line. Res-
ervations can be made by calling the hotel at (800) 
635-7711 and ask for the AZ Classic Thunderbird 
Club rate of $89.00. I got the cost of the boneyard 
tour reduced to $10 but I have to pay in advance. You 
are on your own for dinner Friday night, but for the 
Daredevils and the people in the group that just want 
to see who the real Daredevils in the club are, we will 
meet back at the hotel around 8:00 PM Friday night 
and head up to the Stratosphere Hotel for a few 
laughs and giggles. 

Saturday morning the plan is to leave for the 
10:00 AM boneyard tour at 9:00 AM and return to the 
hotel for lunch and then go to the Shelby operation. 
We should be back at the hotel by 2:00ish. That gives 
everyone time to relax (yeah right) before another 
cocktail party and then we will take the monorail down 
to Battista’s Hole In The Wall for dinner. For those of 
you that still have the energy, we will cruise down to 
the Fremont experience to witness who is brave 
enough to ride the “zip line”.  

As I mentioned before, please make your reser-
vations early and let me know how many boneyard 
tickets I need to buy for you. 

Any questions call me at (602) 621-6778. 

…. Frank (Vegas Baby) Graziano  

http://midnightattheoasis.net/
mailto:Mike%20Dolan%3cNand1@cox.net%3e?subject=Midnight%20at%20the%20Oasis%20trip
mailto:havels26@yahoo.com?subject=ACTC
http://www.neonmuseum.org/
http://www.vegashotelspecial.com/freebies/carroll-shelby-museum-and-factory-tours/
https://www.westgatedestinations.com/nevada/las-vegas/westgate-las-vegas-hotel-casino
http://battistaslasvegas.com/
mailto:Frank%20Graziano%3cfrankfdi@msn.com%3e?subject=Las%20Vegas%20trip
http://midnightattheoasis.net/
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ROUTE  66  FUN  RUN 

April 29 - May 1, 2016 

The 29th Annual 
Route 66 Fun Run is 
Friday, April 29 to 
Sunday, May 1, 
2016.  This is the best 
annual nostalgic run 
in Arizona, and you 
will see about 800 

collector cars and drive about 70 miles of  original 
Route 66 on Saturday morning to the car show in 
Kingman.   

I have a block of 20 rooms for April 29 and 
30 at the Best Western Wayfarer’s Inn, 2815 East 
Andy Devine Avenue, Kingman, (928) 753-
6271.  Ask for the April 29 block under Arizona 
Classic Thunderbird Club, and give them your name 
and credit card number.  Our block of rooms still has 
12 available but the block will be opened up to gen-
eral public on March 3, 2016.  So, if you are going to 
stay in Kingman, call right away or the extra rooms 
will be sold to the public.  The cost is $116.99 per 
night. 

For those who do not know, the Fun Run on 
Saturday is FREE, but entering a car in the car 
show in Kingman costs $50.  The "registration" for 
the Fun Run is for the car show, you do not have to 
register to drive the Fun Run and simply attending 
the car show without entering a car is FREE.  To 
register for the car show just Google "Route 66 fun 
run", point to the Fun Run tab and click on the Reg-
istration Form. 

If you are going on this event, be sure to e-mail 
me to let me know and I will get back in touch with 
those who have signed up as to the caravan time 
and events we will do.  

…. Gregg Thurston                                                                    
602-509-0456 

THANK YOU  

 Dear T-birders, thank you for providing your T-
birds each year for the Fountain Hills Thanksgiving 
Day Parade.  This parade honors the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, men and women who have sacrificed 
so much.  Your assistance makes this event a suc-
cess. 

And thank you ACTC for the gift cards you be-
stowed upon us at February's Meeting. 

 Sincerely, 
Rita and Jim Havel  

BACK FROM TUBAC  

In contrast to last year’s rainy weather in 
Tubac, this year’s weather was absolutely per-
fect!  It provided a great setting for over 500 
cars on the resort’s golf course.  Thirty one club 
members attended this year’s event, eleven of 
whom drove down individually.  The remaining 
twenty rallied at the Cracker Barrel at I-10 and 
Chandler Blvd to caravan south.  About 2 hours 
down the road hunger led us to stop at the Tex-
as Roadhouse in Tucson.  Our timing was per-
fect.  We were seated together at the East end 
not too far from the restrooms.  Our single wait-
er did a great job serving drinks and food in a 
timely manner.  Interestingly, his last name was 
“FORD.”  How fitting was that?  Regrouping, 
we motored on into the Tubac Golf Resort.  If 
you haven’t been there it is a lovely setting that 
is far removed from noise and congestion.   As 
we were waiting to check in, we learned that 
John and Gail Dalmolin had decided to drive 
their 1954 Ford car with a 6 cylinder down for 
the show.  Since its 2 year old engine rebuild 
had not been on a long drive, Gail followed 
John with their newer SUV.  Premonition is a 
wonderful quality to possess.  As they ap-
proached the Casa Grande area, the little Ford 
engine suffered main bearing failure.  After the 
’54 was towed to a garage for examination and 
secured, John joined Gail in the SUV and they 
arrived at Tubac in good time.   

Around 4:30 PM we all gathered at Paul 
and Jean’s Hacienda for Happy Hour and an 
hour later we gathered at the BBQ dinner 
event.  After securing 3 tables for our group, 
everyone was reviewing the raffle items and 
making strategic ticket purchases.  The food 
and drink service was very good considering 
the size of the crowd.  As the meal finished, the 
raffle drawings commenced.  Yvonne won a 
beautiful candle w/necklace prize and Virginia 
won a 500 piece puzzle that will occupy the 
dining room table for a while.  Carter Rodgers’ 
$25 bid for a $100 computer tablet paid off at 
400 percent!  Frank Graziano’s table won a 
$250 golf package for $125 which made them 
happy.  Back at Paul and Jean’s abode, we all 
played charades before retiring. 

Saturday morning cars registered for the 
show proceeded to the  golf course.  Our club 
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represented nearly half of the Classic Thunder-
birds displayed, including Rich Baily’s Buckskin 
Tan ‘56, Ken Falkenberry and Virginia Snyder’s 
Pink ’57, Jim and Sherri Rodgers’ Starmist Blue 
’57, Yvonne and Tom Wagner’s Peacock Blue 
’56, Mike and Jeannie Wood’s White ’55, and 
Chuck and Linda Young’s Fiesta Red ‘56. 

Additional club member show cars included 
Jack and Polly Betterton’s ‘66 Ford Galaxy 500, 
Don and Rosemary Henderson’s ‘57 Fairlane 
500, Ken and Iva Lane’s ‘34 Ford Cabriolet, 
Carter Rodgers in Jim’s ’04 Thunderbird, and 
Don Rebtoy and Dede Ross in the ’71 Mach 1 
Mustang in their respective categories.  Don’s 
son Gavin came along for a little dual in the 
Mach 1. 

And the winners were:  In the Classic 
Thunderbird, 1st place was awarded to Jim 

Rodgers, and 3rd place went to Chuck and Lin-
da Wagner… who?  It seems that the Young’s 
and Wagner’s T-birds were parked side by side 
and the judging committee got confused.  So, 
the Young’s and the Wagner’s all walked up to 
accept the award and subsequently decided to 
make it a traveling award between them. 

Ken and Iva Lane added another 1st place 
award for the ’34 Cabriolet.  While we didn’t 
have any split the pot winners, our small group 
did well!  

John and Gail departed Saturday afternoon 
to get their ‘54 Ford transported back to Phoe-
nix.  For the rest, Paul and Jean’s Hacienda 
was the venue for Saturday night’s pizza dinner 
and more charades.  (Jim and Carter Rodgers 
are very good at this game.)  Next Mike Wood 
started a game by beginning with his story, only 

to stop and have the person to his right add their 
part and then continue all around the room.  No-
where did it end up close to what it started out 
as, but it did provide for lots of laughs and clever 
lines.    

 Sunday morning folks set their own sched-
ules for breakfast and departure on their return 
home.  All made it back without any problems. 

*Footnote:  This is a very nice annual event.  
It is a fairly short drive to a beautiful resort for 
some great fun.  However, it seems as though 
each year we have less folks participating.  Have 
you driven your T-bird lately? 

 My special thanks to Chuck Young who did 
the photography and assisted with notes for this 
article.  Oh Yes!! Chuck did something we all 
dream about.  The only Ford GT40 on display 
had a weak battery and wouldn’t start.  It took 
Chuck’s ‘56 T-bird to jump it to get it started.   
Yeah Chuck!! 

Ken Falkenberry 

Jim Rodgers’ 1957 Thunderbird 

Ken and Iva Lane’s 1934 Ford Cabriolet 
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